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COMMUNITY NEWS
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From left: Reed Smith LLP attorney Dave Fawcet, author Laurence Leamer and Bruce Stanley of Reed
Smith.

Emily Green / Daily Journal

State Supreme Court Justice Carol Corrigan, left, and 1st District Court of Appeal Justice Mark Simons
discuss the impact and implications of the state Supreme Court’s 2012 decision in Sargon Enterprises
Inc. v. USC.

Justices discuss state Supreme Court’s
Sargon decision at the Association of
Business Trial Lawyers luncheon

T

he Northern California Chapter of the Association of Business Trial Lawyers featured a presentation
by state Supreme Court Justice Carol Corrigan and 1st District Court of Appeal Justice Mark Simons
to discuss the state high court’s 2012 decision in Sargon Enterprises Inc. v. USC, which said trial
court judges must act as gatekeepers and exclude expert testimony that is speculative and based on
faulty logic. Simons said the decision would result in many more motions to exclude expert witness testimony
in trial court. Corrigan said there would be more emphasis on experts defining the terms they identify as
critical to their analysis and explaining the methodology behind their findings.
— Emily Green
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Laurence Leamer discusses book
featuring Reed Smith lawyers

A

group of Reed Smith LLP attorneys and clients gathered at the firm’s San Francisco office to hear journalist and author Laurence Leamer discuss his new book, The Price of Justice. It chronicles a more than
decade-long legal battle fought by two Reed Smith attorneys against an energy company and its CEO. The
attorneys, Dave Fawcett and Bruce Stanley, also spoke at the event, describing memorable moments from
the journey and praising their firm for its support.
— Hamed Aleaziz

BRIEFLY
House Republicans are preparing legislation that would cut food stamps by as much as $4 billion
annually in an effort to downsize a program that many conservatives say has become too bloated
in recent years. The head of the House Agriculture Committee, Rep. Frank Lucas of Oklahoma, says
a small group of Republicans, including GOP leaders, have agreed to try to advance the legislation as
early as next month. It is certain to face strong opposition from the Democratic Senate and President
Barack Obama, who have opposed major cuts to the program, now called the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program, or SNAP. The measure would reduce the $80 billion-a-year food stamp program
by as much as 5 percent. House conservatives want major cuts as SNAP has doubled in cost since
2008.

